Mrs. Kirby
“Clothes” Essay Prompts

APE Literature and Composition

Mrs. Kirby

Choose one of the following prompts over which to write a timed, in-class essay.

1. Societies can endure if they inculcate the values and traditions of that society to future generations. Paradoxically, societies can only endure if they are receptive to change and the advances of modernity. In an essay, describe how the characters in “Clothes” embody this paradox of the need to preserve tradition and the ability to adapt to changing conditions. You may wish to examine symbolism, diction, syntax, detail, figurative language, or point-of-view when formulating your essay.
2.  A character in literature is often affected by a death that becomes the redefining moment in the character’s life. What characterizes Sumita’s life before the tragedy of her husband’s death, and how is her life altered and influenced by that tragedy? You may wish to examine symbolism, diction, syntax, detail, figurative language, or point-of-view when formulating your essay.
Step One: Choose the prompt with which you feel most comfortable.

Step Two: Brainstorm for ideas and organize your thoughts.
Step Three: Formulate your thesis statement – write it down!

Step Four:  Go back to the story and cull evidence to support your thesis – 

         mark them with post-its in your book.
Please bring your thesis and marked text to class on Friday. 
