Format for essays earning a “9.”
Jane Shaffer, an advanced placement student, found that papers with the highest grades generally followed this format. You might wish to follow this suggested format until your are comfortable with your own style. 

Introduction
Includes thesis – usually the first or last sentence

Paragraph contains more than forty words

Has three or more sentences including the thesis 
Body
Has two or more paragraphs

Each paragraph contains on the average of 11 sentences

Each paragraph contains 125 or more words
Concluding Paragraph
Has 40 or more words

Shows insight

Does not repeat the thesis

Gives a finished feeling (draws a conclusion)
Each paragraph is generally structured in the following way
1. Topic sentence – refers to thesis found in introduction 

2. Concrete detail sentence #1 shows support for the topic sentence (For Example…) 

3. Commentary 

4. Commentary 

5. Concrete detail sentence #2 shows support for the topic sentence (In addition…) 

6. Commentary 

7. Commentary 

8. Concrete detail sentence #3 shows support for the topic sentence (Furthermore…) 

9. Commentary 

10. Commentary 

11. Concluding sentence – sums up the paragraph 

Essay Scoring Rubric 

8-9 (90-95)  These are well-organized and well-written essays. With apt and specific references to the passage, they will analyze the prompt in depth and with appropriate support.  While not without flaws, these papers will demonstrate an understanding of the text and a consistent control over the elements of effective composition. These writers read with perception and express their ideas with clarity and skill. 

6-7 (80-85) They are less incisive, developed, or aptly supported than papers in the highest ranges. They deal accurately with the prompt, but they are less effective or thorough than the 8-9 essays. These essays demonstrate the writer's ability to express ideas clearly but with less maturity and control than the better papers. Generally, essays scored a 7 present a more developed analysis and a more consistent command of the elements of effective exposition than essays scored a 6. 

5 (75) Customarily, these essays are superficial.  The writing is adequate to convey the writer's thoughts, but these essays are typically ordinary, not as well conceived, organized or developed as upper-level papers. Often, they reveal simplistic thinking and/or immature writing. 

3-4  (65-70) These lower-half essays may reflect an incomplete understanding of the passage and fail to respond adequately to part or parts of the question. The discussion  may be inaccurate or unclear, and misguided or undeveloped; these essays may paraphrase rather than analyze. The treatment  is likely to be meager and unconvincing. Generally, the writing demonstrates weak control of such elements as diction, organization, syntax, or grammar. These essays typically contain recurrent stylistic flaws and lack persuasive evidence from the text. Any essay that does not address the prompt can receive no higher than a 4. 

1-2  (55-60) These essays compound the weaknesses of the papers in the 3-4 range. They seriously misread the passage or fail to respond to the question. Frequently, they are unacceptably brief. Often poorly written on several counts, these essays may contain many distracting errors in grammar and mechanics. Although some attempt may have been made to answer the question, the writer's views typically are presented with little clarity, organization, coherence, or supporting evidence.

Literary Essay Hints
Introduction
1. read the prompt question carefully 

2. underline key words in the prompt or question 

3. break the question/prompt into component parts 

4. restate the prompt/question in your own words 

Then write your opening paragraph including the following information.

· state the title and the author to be discussed 

· state the main idea of the question 

· provide a thesis statement which will be developed into your essay 

· explain how the essay will be answered 

Body of the Essay
Preparation - List your main points.  These should relate to the thesis statement.

For each point you wish to make go through these steps:

· state the point 

· explain in your own words what it means 

· give an example of the point from the text or source material  

· give at least one quote from the source material to support your example 

· explain the relevance of the implication of the example and/or quote 

· summarize your point 

· write a paragraph around each point (you may not need all of your preparatory material) 

Check the for the following
· each paragraph contains a topic sentence relating to your thesis 

· that topic sentences are explained, illustrated, discussed and relate to the thesis 

· check that transitions are clearly signaled 

· ideas clearly developed leading to a logical conclusion 

Language Use Reminders
· language appropriate to essay and audience 

· essay easy to understand 

· essay is free of redundancy 

· essay remains on topic 

· essay follows the conventions of spelling, grammar and format 

transition cues
 to show addition:    again, moreover, and , not , and then, too, besides, equally important, first, second (etc.), finally, lastly, further, what's more, furthermore

to show time:    at length, later immediately thereafter, previously, soon, formerly, next, after a few hours, first, second (etc.), afterwards, next

cues that make the reader stop and compare:    but, notwithstanding, although, yet, on the other hand, although this is true, and yet, on the contrary, while this is true, however, after all, conversely, still, for all that, simultaneously, nevertheless, in contrast, meanwhile, nonetheless, at the same time, in the meantime

to give examples:    for instance, for example, to demonstrate, to illustrate, as an illustration, in any event, that is

to emphasize:    obviously, in fact, as a matter of fact, indeed, in any case

to repeat:    in brief, in short, as I have said, as I have noted, in other words

to introduce conclusions:    hence, therefore, accordingly, consequently, thus, as a result
