Macbeth

Act I Analysis
APE Literature and Composition

When he sees the witches, Banquo uses several antitheses, pairs of opposites, in describing them:

--What are these,


So withered, and so wild in their attire,


That look not like the’inhabitants o’th’earth


And yet are on’t? –Live you, or are you aught 


That man may question? You seem to understand me


By each at once her choppy finger laying


Upon her skinny lips. You should be women,


And yet your beards forbid me to interpret


That you are so. (1.3.37-45).

Exercise A – Group the striking adjectives and nouns that Banquo uses. Can you detect a pattern? Are the connotations of his diction negative or positive?

Exercise B – List the two antitheses in the passage, paraphrasing each set of contrasting words and phrases.

Exercise C – How do Banquo’s words add to the witches’ characterization? How does he react to these supernatural beings, and what do his feelings tell us about them?
